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Geoff Lauer: A Champion for Brain Injury Advocacy and Care

unwavering voice and tireless advocate for
individuals affected by brain injury. His remarkable
career has been defined by visionary leadership,
policy innovation, and a profound commitment to
improving the lives of brain injury survivors and
their families.

For over two decades, Geoff Lauer has been an Q

Distinguished Leadership

Geoff's exceptional leadership journey began with the Brain Injury Alliance of
lowa, where he served as CEO and Executive Director for an extraordinary
23 years. Under his stewardship, the organization flourished into a vital
resource for thousands of lowans affected by brain injury. In 2024, he
transitioned to the role of Chief Strategic Officer, where he continues to
shape the organization's vision and impact.

As a founding member of the United States Brain Injury Alliance (USBIA),
Geoff played a crucial role in establishing a national framework for brain
injury support and advocacy. His pioneering work was particularly notable in
establishing Neurorehabilitation Resource Facilitation (NRF) services in lowa,
a program that gained national recognition for its innovative approach to
supporting brain injury survivors.

His influence extends well beyond lowa's borders. From 2002 to 2006, Geoff
served as the National Director of Affiliate Relations for the Brain Injury
Association of America, strengthening the nationwide network of brain injury
support and advocacy organizations.

Academic Excellence and Knowledge Sharing

Geoff's expertise is built upon a solid academic foundation, having earned his
master’s degree in communication studies from the University of lowa with
focus areas in Health Communications and Interpersonal Communications.
He has generously shared this knowledge through more than 75 training
courses, workshops, and conference courses. His most recent contribution,
"Navigating the Journey: Understanding Brain Injury as a Chronic Condition,"
presented at the 2024 lowa Association of Community Providers Annual
Conference, reflects his ongoing commitment to advancing understanding in
the field.

Recognition of Excellence

Geoff's contributions have earned him numerous prestigious accolades,
including the National Public Policy Award (2013) from the North American
Brain Injury Society for his exceptional leadership in brain injury and disability
public policy work at both state and federal levels. The lowa Governor's
Advisory Council on Brain Injury twice honored him with their Distinguished



Service Award (1995, 1997) for his pioneering work in prevention and
services for persons with brain injury. Additionally, the lowa Head Injury
Association presented him with their Distinguished Public Service Award
(1994) for his groundbreaking efforts in developing services for brain injury
survivors.

Research and Consultation Impact

Beyond his administrative leadership, Geoff has made significant
contributions to brain injury research and program development. Most
notably, since 2013, he has served as a Research Consultant with the Mayo
Clinic Traumatic Brain Injury Model System Center CONNECT clinical study,
a National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research funded initiative
based in Rochester, Minnesota. His consultation expertise has helped shape
programs and services that directly improve outcomes for those living with
brain injury.

A Life Beyond Advocacy

While Geoff's professional achievements are extraordinary, those who know
him understand that his passion extends far beyond his professional role. A
true steward of the environment, Geoff finds joy and purpose in nature,
dedicating time to caring for the natural world around him. He remains deeply
committed to his family and actively volunteers in his community, embodying
the same compassion and dedication that has defined his professional
career.

A Legacy of Compassion and Change

What truly distinguishes Geoff's career is not just the impressive list of
accomplishments and accolades, but the countless lives he has touched and
transformed in the brain injury community. Through his unwavering advocacy,
thousands of individuals with brain injuries have gained access to better care,
stronger support systems, and policies that honor their dignity and potential.

As we present this Lifetime Achievement Award, we celebrate not just a
career of remarkable accomplishments, but a life dedicated to ensuring that
those affected by brain injury are seen, heard, and served with excellence
and compassion. Thank you Geoff for your exceptional leadership in the field
of Brain Injury Rehabilitation.

M"‘ES FUR Run, Walk, Roll for Brain
MINDS Injury Awareness

Step up and join Miles for Minds! Run, walk, or roll — at your own pace and
in your own place. It's more than just miles — it's about raising awareness for
brain injury!

We are almost 1/2 way through our month long fundraiser, Miles for Minds
2025. Consider joining us for the remainder of the month to boost awareness
of brain injury and/or consider fundraising opportunities for the Brain Injury
Association of lowa's programs and services.
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Share the fundraiser on your social media pages or other networks
Consider registering yourself to get your own fundraising page started
(you can even register for free just to get the word out)

Join an existing team or become the captain of your own team
Follow, watch and share updates on BIAIA's main social media pages
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Regardless of what you can do - know that BIAIA is here in your corner to
continue to serve and support you as we can! Take care and be well!

To participate, use this link:
https://app.betterunite.com/braininjuryallianceofiowa-milesforminds2025-1
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34th Annual Best Practices
in Brain Injury:Services Conference

“The Playbook for Change: From Challenge to Triumph”

March 12-13, 2026
West Des Moines, lowa

Scan QR code to submit proposals or use this link:
https://forms.office.com/r/vGX5SCrgXX

We’'re looking for presenters who can lead engaging sessions for the 34th
Annual Best Practices in Brain Injury Services Conference. This is your
chance to share your knowledge, tools, and stories!

Scan the QR code or use the link below to submit your session proposals:
https://forms.office.com/r/vGX5SCrgXX

BIAA Continues to Advocate for the Brain Injury Community

Federal brain injury programs are under threat. In a recent op-ed for the
publication, The Hill, BIAA's President and CEO, Rick Willis, explains what's
at stake, why these programs are vital for brain injury survivors, and the
consequences of cutting them. Read the article here.

You Could Be BIAA's Next Ambassador

Advocacy is essential to raising awareness, securing funding for research
and care, and improving policies for those affected by brain injury. Now more
than ever, we need your voice to advocate for brain injury programs.

In a few weeks, the Brain Injury Association of America (BIAA) will be
opening applications for its inaugural Advocacy and Awareness Ambassador


https://app.betterunite.com/braininjuryallianceofiowa-milesforminds2025-1
https://forms.office.com/r/vGX5SCrqXX
https://fpzs9acab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Us6JDZ5qJP8widIuMtkF7EGKeEyjw00aKjaPNZKEsRrOM51TjF4SMYt4hrlhXfNmD7FL8WomvSmRhm481ruJVSwd8OCMClbz-rJRRS7VRJVhtvYBBjYDz1Ku2AFFDXtXFmLnnB05fm2q8l4lmpYE4APsb5ia7yrLxD2RT4QhgEyJXKzQ7CEgsWaJZz6fIUNu1waAQkrydtl48HFKTE74pLAAjtD3hAgDIME6UN0qOgpchE3QcUKnvA==&c=7JctgIIAgkc5vulQos43Gphqjs2xP2BHZLEMihytHC_gDA4wQa_AFg==&ch=42Z63uZ6E6EAHC7ANh_TRENw935S6Dpi7Vdaj_bh9D6AnkODCEWZHQ==
https://fpzs9acab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Us6JDZ5qJP8widIuMtkF7EGKeEyjw00aKjaPNZKEsRrOM51TjF4SMYt4hrlhXfNmD7FL8WomvSmRhm481ruJVSwd8OCMClbz-rJRRS7VRJVhtvYBBjYDz1Ku2AFFDXtXFmLnnB05fm2q8l4lmpYE4APsb5ia7yrLxD2RT4QhgEyJXKzQ7CEgsWaJZz6fIUNu1waAQkrydtl48HFKTE74pLAAjtD3hAgDe6u0VH-P1wjXG2NiBnZyoQ==&c=7JctgIIAgkc5vulQos43Gphqjs2xP2BHZLEMihytHC_gDA4wQa_AFg==&ch=42Z63uZ6E6EAHC7ANh_TRENw935S6Dpi7Vdaj_bh9D6AnkODCEWZHQ==

cohort. Designed for intermediate to advanced advocates, BIAA's Advocacy
and Awareness Ambassadors will elevate the voice of the brain injury
community and cultivate a powerful grassroots network of trained advocates.

Through structured training, guided engagement, and collaborative advocacy,
Ambassadors will:

» Build and strengthen relationships with legislators and public officials.

« Educate state and local media outlets on the impact of brain injury.

« Share their stories to raise public awareness.

» Mobilize grassroots support for legislative and funding priorities.

« Promote an accurate understanding of brain injury in everyday
conversation and online

More information on the program and instructions on how to apply will be
available in the coming weeks. To be the first to know when applications
open, join BIAA's interest list.

OBISSS Reliability Confirmed

A new peer-reviewed paper titled “Research Letter: Interview Versus Self-
Administration of Retrospective Brain Injury Identification” confirms the
strong reliability of the self-administered OSU TBI-ID — the tool used in the
OBISSS — for screening potential brain injury across diverse settings.

Read the paper here

36th Annual State of the States in Brain Injury Conference

As a valued partner in serving individuals with brain injury, we invite you to
attend NASHIA’s 36th Annual State of the States in Brain Injury
Conference in Portland, Maine, October 27-30. This conference is a
trusted space for professionals across systems - behavioral health, housing,
veterans services, intimate partner violence, rehabilitation, and beyond - to
connect and share innovations that improve outcomes for people affected by
brain injury.

The agenda is packed with high-impact plenaries and concurrent sessions,
along with two half-day intensives and a collaborative implementation
session. This is more than a learning opportunity - it's a chance to influence
systems-level change. Whether you're seeking practical tools, policy insights,
or new partnerships, this conference will equip you to bring evidence-based
strategies back to our community.

Learn more and register: https://www.nashia.org/sos2025

Webinars

FREE CEU opportunities available for these webinars!
Visit our webinar page to learn more and register.


https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/5jG9ud2?source_id=fafe8b30-9d21-4a92-a448-cac90fc0116c&source_type=em&c=SnxwwjEWDgaqkzo_aTqcSI3QnxhSrvF9KUTm0IVbF88kw3osmhkUXg==
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jCcUP280x_RB7seEWEiorEmVwDRLLHXH/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nashia.org/sos2025
https://biaia.org/events/webinars/

WEBINAR NEW SCHEDULE!
SEPTEMBER 19, 2025
12:30 - 1:30 PM CST
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LUNG CARE IN PRACTICE:
TOOLS FOR CAREGIVERS
AND CLINICIANS

Dr. Brian Witt, MD 2
Pulmonologist, Mercy Cedar Rapids
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Accommodation Team — dation Network
WEBINAR
October 15, 2025
12:00-1:00 PM CST
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WHY CAN'T | THINK STRAIGHI
UNCOVERING BRAIN IN
AFTERMATH OF DOMES

October 22,2025
12:00 - 1:00 PM CST

BIAIA Website Feedback Survey

We are working on improving our website to better
serve survivors, caregivers, and professionals.
Your feedback will help us make sure the
resources you need are easy to find, accessible,
and meaningful. Please take a few minutes to
complete our website feedback survey and let us
know what’s working - and what could be better.

Educational Topics Survey
What topics related to brain injury would you like
to see in upcoming webinars hosted by the Brain
Injury Alliance of lowa? Your feedback is valued
and appreciated! Participate in the survey.

Call for Webinar Proposals
The Brain Injury Alliance of lowa is looking for
presenters to deliver webinars on topics related to
brain injury treatment, rehabilitation, recovery, and
support. Presentations can target professionals or
survivors and their loved ones. Submit proposal

Brain Injury Resource Facilitation

Brain Injury Resource Facilitators are available to
serve lowans; to answer questions and connect
those with a brain injury to resources and
information. Learn more about this program. BIAIA
is one call away.

BIAIA Satisfaction Survey



https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3DuDBI_57Lukit8lvPpzBh8nLUC9y936BNo-25ROZISylUN1JEVzBNRFY2WVcwU0JWOUtPRDdSRFpIMi4u%26route%3Dshorturl%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExajZhQTVkdTg1Rno1bEd0QwEeX-RkzwCA6JONi2xzWBkVn8jqTzoucXwHWx1g-6np6Y3yJLeVdeNqqjb5Wnw_aem_pJpQWKKa_DGJ6yMakKfcHQ&h=AT3KIqtYkSnzwidfbJ6_CTeo-5u1dLBl85UwWElyJYWx0IPgsJHa3oVEnvwCdN69LYUY18XWgZ_EKXEMXvTo52nz-nP-jtxTBp86NJXQmDBwwvHJGbrG2vLXCRuYMgq4P3qcxH6FuWl7ZvQii5TjKKW0gXekSmwvC2Y&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT3xUclZNJBZvYXjLytt57msAmoxxX_XfDNwDBDVFyQweVfrAKQ983VeQJPTUhRaLW9NaWBiINKRQjvFWQVgdSIB-1iAi9tXmt69aYi6JuldcgmCqUa8sU6sIW5gBywyKlM1LpVOPUz1EgOVPE_9EoduDXc-I95PRp9H2x_RUVK922HsjDSjYnkZde6HbPUkKyOGgFroWggcq9c59aU8u6yvhgC3
https://forms.office.com/r/BvTrvvt5Us
https://forms.office.com/r/MV6Fdr4h9a
https://biaia.org/services/neuro-resource-facilitation/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=uDBI_57Lukit8lvPpzBh8qIC16u9ot9LrscpdIoGK5BUN0RKUTlOWFNRR1VJSERJSjRRQjFXMVhPTi4u
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Our mission at the Brain Injury Association of lowa is to create a better future
through brain injury prevention, advocacy, education, research and support. Join
us on our platforms to obtain the latest and most relevant information pertaining to

brain injury.


https://www.facebook.com/braininjuryallianceofiowa
https://www.facebook.com/braininjuryallianceofiowa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChA-bLo-2EGMJlJScPuoTzA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChA-bLo-2EGMJlJScPuoTzA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/brain-injury-alliance-of-iowa
https://www.linkedin.com/company/brain-injury-alliance-of-iowa
mailto:info@biaia.org?subject=Newsletter%20inquiry
mailto:info@biaia.org?subject=Newsletter%20inquiry
https://biai.memberclicks.net/donation-page
https://biai.memberclicks.net/donation-page

